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A HIGH SCHOOL UNIT IN HOUSEHOLD TEXTILES 
Planned To Be Taught by the 
Problem Method 
Women as consumers need trained 
judgment for the selection of textiles 
of any kind, and in particular for the 
selection of household textiles, as 
E.heetings, pillow cases, bed spreads, 
mattress covers, ticking, blankets, 
kitchen towels, hand towels, bath 
towels, bath mats, table cloths, nap-
kins, table runners, luncheon sets, 
bridge sets, buffet covers, dresser 
scarfs, curtains for the kitchen, bed-
rooms, bath rooms, and living rooms 
of the house, draperies for windows 
and doors, upholstery, and rugs. 
The girls in the high school today 
are our prospective buyers of tomor-
row, and should therefore have at 
least a minimum of preparation for 
consumption. This unit in household 
textiles is planned with the hope of' 
satisfying this need to a very slight ex-
tent. It is no.t complete, except in so 
far as a few types of textiles are con-
. cerned. The general plan however, is 
elastic, and can be expanded to in-
clude all kinds of household textiles 
as the need of the group, and the time 
available may demand. 
In teaching textiles we need to de-
velop with the class: 
1. The ability to recognize fabrics. 
2. The ability to judge quality in re-
lation to cost and prospective use. 
The writer believes that facts and 
principles which are "discovered" by 
the group or indvidual, or in other 
words are taught by the inductive 
problem method, are better under-
stood, assimilated, and remembered 
for use, than those which are given 
by the so called "telling" method. 
The writer also believes that the 
judgment of an individual is developed 
only by its use, or by exercising judg-
ment. 
The plan for teaching this unit is 
arranged according to these two ped-
agogic principles. It will be noted 
that, · 
1. A large project is taken first. 
2. This project is analyzed into ma-
jor problems which involve the knowl-
edge of certain facts or principles. 
3. Minor problems are arranged to 
develop the facts needed. 
4. These inductive problems are 
which will develop judgment in the 
use of the facts previously developed. 
5. These in turn are followed by oth-
er problems ' which require original 
thinking and planning and doing on 
the part of the pupil, and involve the 
use of the principles which have been 
developed. These problems will when 
finished, have accomplished a part of 
the original project. 
An attempt is made in this paper to 
state the, 
1. Project. 
2. Analyse one or more major prob-
lems. 
3. State the facts and principles 
which are needed to solve the major 
problems. 
4. State the minor problems which 
will develop the principles and judg-
ment in their use. 
5. State the creative problem which 
will follow the smaller ones, and which 
will accomplish a part of the original 
project. 
6. Gather the illustrative material 
which will be needed to teach the un-
it. This will be accomplished for a 
few of the problems only. 
7. List the references which will 
be of help in teaching the problems . 
Scope and Difficulties 
The scope of this project . necessi-
tates that it be only partially complet-
ed here. The outline as given indi-
cates the many problems involved, and 
also indicates that one or more ma-
jor problems may be isolated for study 
for a short unit. For instance, during 
a unit on bedroom furnishings, a prob-
lem of selection of curtain materials 
may be used. Or, perhaps the labor-
atory needs new towels. An oppor-
tunity then offers to isolate the prob-
lems on kitchen toweling. 
The Project 
A store in town wishes to cooper-
ate with the class in the selection and 
arrangement of a complete set of 
household textiles which will be need-
ed for a newly married woman of mod-
erate means, yet with sufficient means 
that she can buy a fairly complete 
supply, and select average good qual-
ity. 
This Miss Store, for ·whom the pro-
ject is planned, is to live in a five-
room bungalow. There are two bed 
rooms, a bath room, kitchen, living 
room and a dining room. 
The store has asked that the pro-
ject be given publicity after it is fin-
ished by arranging a Btore exhibit of 
the assembled project. 
The class will plan and select the 
household textiles which will be need-
ed, considering the kind, size, number, 
quallty and cost. When the selection 
is complete the class will arrange the 
exhibit at the store or other designat-
ed place. 
This might very well be carried on 
in connection with a better homes 
week or model house project. 
Major Problems 
List the household textiles which 
Miss Store will need. Determine the 
type needed, sizes, number of each, 
and find out as nearly as possible 
what the anticipated cost will be. In 
the problems which follow keep an ac-
curate account of and complete record 
of the cost involved. Also determine 
the general color scheme of the house 
furnishings. 
2. Plan for and Belect the sheets 
and pillow cases for the two beds. 
Make a first and second choice. 
3_ Plan for and select the dish 
towels needed. Make a first and sec-
ond choice in this and all problems 
following. 
4. Plan for and select the face and 
hand towels needed_ 
5. Plan for and select the bath 
towels needed. 
6. Plan for and select the table lin-
en needed. 
7. Plan for and select the bed-
spreads, or plan for them to be made. 
8. Plan for and select the curtains 
for the kitchen, bed rooms, dining 
room, Jiving room, and bath room. 
9. Plan for and select the draper-
ies for the living room, and other 
rooms as de-sired. 
10. Select the rugs for the home. 
11. Plan for and select the linen 
needed for simple social affairs. 
12. Estimate the complete cost of 
the project as the selections have been 
made. Determine whether the total 
is too great, and if so, adjust the ma-
terials selected until a satisfactory 
amount;. is reached. 
Principles Involved 
1. A new home of modest type 
should be so furnished that the neces-
sities and comforts are provided, leav-
ing the luxuries to be accumulated 
later. 
2. It is wise to buy good quality ma-
terials for all articles which will have 
c'onstant use for a long period. 
3. It is wise to buy sufficient quan-
tity of each article for the necessary 
use, but to guard against an over sup-
ply at first when the initial outlay is 
great. 
4. In selecting materials the house-
wife, or prospective housewife, should 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Anaylzes 100 Brands of 
Sheeting 
By MARY E. MOSER 
Several experiments on sheeting are 
under way in the chemistry depart-
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ment of Iowa State College. Miss Mar-
garet Furry, a graduate student, is 
working on "The Analysis of Cotton 
Bed Sheeting," as her research prob-
lem. Frances Jones, junior in Home 
Economics, is working on' the ash con-
tent of wide sheeting, and Marion Grif· 
fith is determining the deterioration 
of wide cotton sheeting due to laun-
dering. 
Miss Griffith has five brands of sheets 
which she is having laundered 160 
times at the Ames Laundry. Tests are 
made each time to get the percentage 
of deterioration. The sheets have been 
laundered 50 times so far. 
Miss Furry is analyzing approxi-
mately 100 different brands of cotton 
bed sheeting as to construction, color, 
width, thickness, weight, length and 
diameter of fiber, thread count, fabric 
balance, yarn count and diameter, yarn 
twist, yarn crimp, regularity of yarn, 
degree of gloss, breaking strength, 
abrasion resistance, water extract, 
shrinkage and ash. For comparison 
purposes, Miss Furry is also analyzing 
unbleached sheeting, twill weave cotton 
sheeting, colored cotton sheeting, 
napped -cotton blanket, cotton skirting, 
bleached and unbleached linen sheet-
ing, twill weave linen sheeting, a plain 
weave ramie fabric, a cellulose acetate 
fabric, a viscose fabric, silk sheeting 
and a wool blanket. 
Members of the standardization com-
mittee directing Miss Furry's work 
are: Miss Nora Iddings, University of 
Chicago; Professor Ethel Phelps, Uni-
versity of Minnesota; Professor Olive 
Settles, Iowa State College; and Miss 
Elizabeth Weirick, director of the 
chemical laboratories, Sears, Roebuck 
& Company. 
Miss Furry, who received her B. S. 
degree from Iowa State College in 
1923 and is now studying for her 
master's degree in chemistry, is teach-
ing the laboratory work in undergradu-
ate textile chemistry courses. 
HANDY NAPKIN HOLDERS 
Inexpensive napkin holders may be 
made of common spring clothes pins, 
suggests the Agricultural College at 
Lincoln. The clothes pins should be 
smooth and well made. After being 
well sandpapered, they may be given 
two coats of a gloss enamel. A variety 
of colors or a plain background of 
white or black can be made individual 
by different flowers or conventional 
·······------········································ 
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designs. This individuality will mark 
the napkin of each member of the fam-
ily and those of the guests. Taking 
care of napkins in this way will cheat 
the laundry bag of some unnecessary 
linen. 
V-E-I-S-H-E-A 
Continued from page 1) 
Fete, state high school track meet and 
other athletic events, dances and night 
show. In 1923, Ken Marvin, general 
manager, added a convocation to the 
program, and in 1924 Marc Buettell, 
general manager, added the moving-up 
ceremonies. In 1925 and 1926 nothing 
new was added, but Estille A. Vaubel 
and George W. Westcott, general man-
agers, worked to improve the previous 
program. 
This 1927 Veishea is expected to sur-
pass all previous celebrations in dis-
plays. See our Home Economics Divi-
sion on exhibit! 
High School Unit in Textiles 
(Continued fro~ page 8) 
first determine the standards or qual-
ities which she sho~ld,use. 
5. In buying, it is' wise to defermine 
the exact quantity needed and buy 
by actual measurement. 
5. It is wise to make a tentative es-
timate of the complete cost of furnish-
ings and try to select within that mar-
gin. Then, before the final choice, 
make what adjustments seem advis-
able to bring the complete purchase 
within the means available. 
7. It is wise to plan for a unified 
color ij.rrangement for a home, and al-
ways buy so that the article is in har-
mony with the colors planned. 
' ................ . 
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